USS Wintle -- Short Survey & Long Survey

The following is a short survey, specific to the USS Wintle, that I’ve prepared for the purpose of making the USS Wintle web page a more complete and interesting place for people to visit. Most of the information on the page so far is either generic information about Destroyer Escorts, or from public records about the ship. It would be a much more fitting tribute to the ship if the web page were filled with the real-life memories of those who served aboard her. You participation is the only way to make that happen.

The Internet is an amazing new phenomenon that allows normal people, like us, to tell their stories without the pressures to make a book that will sell a million copies. For the few hundred people who are interested in ships like the USS Wintle it’s a unique resource. Furthermore the Internet is being transmitted and preserved in so many places, that many people think that the histories written there will outlast those written in books. A thousand years from now people may know of the USS Wintle, but not of more “famous” historical events that no one cared to write an Internet web page about. The USS Wintle web page on the Internet is currently visited about 10 times per day, after only two months of existence. It has had almost 500 visits to date (does not include visits by myself.)

Please fill out anything on the survey that you can think of. I’ve included questions to try to tease the memories out, but feel free to volunteer things outside the questions. The best stories are the hidden or surprise ones that seem trivial or mundane to the people who experienced them, but bring the history to life for those who did not. If writing is too much effort, or physically difficult, or even if you feel self-conscious about your spelling or handwriting, I understand. I can ask these questions, or merely record recollections via a phone interview. It’s always thrilling for me to speak to an actual crewmember (I’ve spoken to two so far). To help jog your memory you may want to look at the list of ships the USS Wintle worked with, and/or the official account of her tours. Both of these documents should be attached to this survey booklet.


This survey is specific to the USS Wintle, and was written by me. The second survey is one Bruce Franklin has written to help research his second book about Destroyer Escorts. His first, The Buckley Class Destroyer Escorts, was published recently, and is probably the most authoritative book on the topic. Bruce is a true historian and DE expert. He gives lectures on DE’s, often at reunions, and does his own research on the topic. I, on the other hand, am a mere amateur that just happens to have the same name as your ship. Bruce is a very serious author and your effort in completing his survey can help to make his next book that much more accurate.


Please return the surveys to either Mr. Pulley, or mail them to my address.

Thanks for all your help, then and now,
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Mark Wintle

Webmaster

USS Wintle Website

www.wintle.com/de25
Mark Wintle

82 Watchtower Rd.

Denville, NJ 07834

Home: 973-586-3810

Work: 973-331-1010 x 636

Work Fax: 973-331-0042

Email: MEW@wintle.com

Or MEWintle@aol.com

Please feel free to use this page for comments or recollections:

Short Survey of USS Wintle crew members

Name: __________________
Rating / Rank ________________

Email address (if you have one): _____________________

1. What was your job responsibility and you GQ station?

2. During deployment in combat, ships were issued “code names” to use for radio transmission, so the enemy would not know what ships were where. On some ships the code names became so heavily used that the crew referred to the ship by that name more often than her official name. Do you know what code name or names that the USS Wintle may have used?

3. Were there any commonly used nick-names, logos/cartoons/decorations or slogans for the USS Wintle?

4. The two pictures we have of the USS Wintle are both from near the end of the war. By that time her camouflage had been changed to a simple gray and navy blue (called Measure 22). Do you have any other pictures or drawings of the USS Wintle? Especially any that show her in her earlier “dazzle” camouflage paint scheme?

5. Do you remember any particular films that were shown on the USS Wintle fantail?

6. Do you remember the crew of any other ship becoming particularly friendly with the USS Wintle while in dock or at sea? Any favorite or regular neighbors? (there is a list of ships that official records say the Wintle worked with attached to help your memory, as well as the official account of her tours)

7. Do you remember any “secrets” that were kept from the officers or other officials? For instance who “borrowed” something from the officers’ mess, or ran a garment up a flagpole, or sneaked off the ship to meet a girlfriend? (these are the best!)

8. Do you remember any particularly “colorful characters” or stories that get told and re-told (or should be)?

9. Do you remember any particularly welcome or dreaded mail sent or received by you or someone else?

10. The Evarts class DE (of which USS Wintle was a member) had a reputation for pitching in heavy seas. Do you remember that being a bad problem (a lot of people very seasick all the time)? Or any particularly bad storms at sea?

11. Do you remember any preference for using the “hedgehog” weapon on the front of the ship for sub attacks? (Some captains loved the hedgehog, and others ignored it in favor of using depth charges exclusively.)

12. Did you have any encounters with the captain?

13. If you were a member of the black gang (or even if not), did you have any feelings about being in a “diesel-electric” powered ship.

14. Do you remember any encounters with “natives” of islands visited, or feelings about them.

15. Did you have any feelings about the Japanese then or now.

16. Do you have any recollections of the following incidents:

· Waiting for the ship to be completed at Mare Island / San Francisco

· Shakedown cruise

· Collision with the USS Dempsey (especially the use of mattresses to fill the hole – inside the ship or outside? Whose mattresses?) Did the crews talk or joke or argue about the collision afterwards?

· Escort duty

· Arriving at Pearl Harbor, or any other island, for the first time.

· The crash and rescue of the B-29 crew (any idea what squadron this plane was from, or a crew member name?)

· The star shelling near Palus over the passage?

· The exchange of gunfire with shore batteries on April 2, 1945 (Wotje Atoll, Marshall Islands) while hunting for a midget sub

· Seeing damaged ships

· The call to assist the torpedoed repair ship ENDYMION (ARL-9) , and the hunt for the sub

· Being a part of a sub hunter/killer force and hunting subs

· Christmas (or other holiday) celebrations during the war.

· The Christmas 1944 night air attack on Saipan that involved USS Wintle

· The end of the war while USS Wintle was in dry-dock in the US

Any other comments or recollections (please feel free to write on the back of any page):

Return to:

Mark Wintle

82 Watchtower Rd.

Denville, NJ 07834

Home: 973-586-3810  Work: 973-331-1010 x 636  Work Fax: 973-331-0042  Email: MEW@wintle.com
Please feel free to use this page for comments or recollections:
Bruce Franklin survey (Long Survey)

SURVEY FOR EVARTS-CLASS DESTROYER ESCORT VETERANS
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. The information you provide will be used for research on Evarts-class destroyer escorts. Everything you say will be a valuable contribution to this project and future generations' understanding of your accomplishments. Please add as many comments as you wish anywhere on this survey.

PART 1  SERVICE   Please circle the appropriate response.

1. When did you enter the service? Please circle the month and year.

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec

1941   1942   1943  1944   1945  1946  Other: ______

2. When did you leave the service?

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec

1944   1945  1946  1947   1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954    Other: ______

3. Did you begin your service as an enlisted man or an officer?    enlisted man       officer
4. How did you enter the service?   volunteer      draft
5. Were you regular Navy or Reserve?   regular      reserve

6. At the time you entered, where did you live?

City/State: _________________________________

7. How much schooling had you completed upon entering the service?

Grade School


Jr. College

Jr. High School


College

High School


Post Graduate

Trade School



8. Following your service how much schooling did you complete?

Grade School


Jr. College

Jr. High School


College

High School


Post Graduate

Trade School


None

Business College



9. Had any of your relatives served in the Navy prior to the World War II?    yes     no

Relationship:  grandfather      grandmother       father        mother         uncle       aunt


            brother       sister         male cousin     female cousin    (circle as many as apply)

10. Did any of your relatives serve in the Navy during the World War II or Korea?    yes     no
Relationship:  grandfather      grandmother       father        mother         uncle       aunt

 brother       sister      nephew    neice     male cousin    female cousin   (circle as many as apply)

11. Prior to your service in the Navy, had you ever:

Traveled outside the United States?
 yes     no      where? ___________________________

Been on a ship at sea?


 yes     no

Served in the Merchant Marines?

 yes     no


Been a professional fisherman?

 yes     no
12a. If you were an officer, where were you trained?

        _______________________________________________________________________________

12b. If you were an enlisted man, where did you attend Boot Camp?

        _______________________________________________________________________________

13. If you were an enlisted man, at the time you joined your ship were you an apprentice seaman?

yes     no

14. If you were an enlisted man before joining your ship, had you attended a Specialty School?    yes     no

15. If 'yes', where did you attend specialty school? _____________________________  do not recall
16. If you attended a school, what was your specialty?

Baker, Cook

Boatswain's Mate, Coxswain

Boilermaker

Carpenter's Mate

Commissary Steward

Electrician's Mate

Electronic Technician

Engineman

Fire Controlman

Fireman

Gunner's Mate

Machinist's Mate

Metalsmith

Mineman

Motor Machinist's Mate

Pharmacist's Mate

Quartermaster

Radarman

Radioman

Ship's Service Man

Signalman

Sonarman

Storekeeper

Telegrapher

Torpedoman's Mate

Yeoman








Other _________________

17. What was your normal specialty or duty aboard your ship? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18. What was your G.Q. station and duty?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19. Did either of these change during your tour of duty?   yes    no

20. If 'yes', what were the changes and why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

21. When you joined your ship, what was your initial designation, rate or rank?

None

Apprentice Seaman

Seaman 1st Class

Seaman 2nd Class

Fireman 3rd Class

Fireman 2nd Class

Fireman 1st Class

Striker

3rd Class Petty Officer

2nd Class Petty Officer

1st Class Petty Officer

Chief Petty Officer

Warrant Officer

Chief Warrant Officer

Ensign

Lieutenant (JG)

Lieutenant

Lieutenant Commander

Commander

Captain









    Other _________________

22. What was your final rate or rank (including temporary) at the end of the war?

Same

Seaman 2nd Class

Seaman 1st Class

Fireman 3rd Class

Fireman 2nd Class

Fireman 1st Class

Striker

3rd Class Petty Officer

2nd Class Petty Officer

1st Class Petty Officer

Chief Petty Officer

Warrant Officer

Chief Warrant Officer

Ensign

Lieutenant (JG)

Lieutenant

Lieutenant Commander

Commander

Captain








Other _________________

23. Please circle the ships you served aboard.  Also, please underline the ships with which you operated. What was the designation of this group of ships?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Andres

Austin

Bebas

Brackett

Brennan

Burden R. Hastings

Cabana

Canfield

Carlson

Charles R. Greer

Cloues

Connolly

Crouter

Crowley

Decker

Deede

Dempsey

Dionne

Dobler

Doherty

Donaldson

Doneff

Duffy

Edgar G. Chase

Edward C. Daly

Eisele

Elden

Emery

Engstrom

Evarts

Fair

Finnegan

Fleming

Gilmore

Greiner

Griswold

Halloran

Harold C. Thomas

John J. Powers

John M. Bermingham

Lake

LeHardy

Lovering

Lyman

Manlove

Martin

Mason

Mitchell

O'Toole

Rall

Reynolds

Sanders

Sederstrom

Seid

Smartt

Stadtfeld

Steele

Tisdale

Walter S. Brown

Whitman

Wileman

William C. Miller

Wintle

Wyffels

Wyman

24. Where did you join your ship?

Boston, MA

Charleston, SC

Hingham, MA

New Orleans, LA

New York, NY

Norfolk, VA

Orange, TX

Philadelphia, PA

Quincy, MA

San Diego, CA

San Francisco, CA









Other _____________________

25. Was the majority of your service time spent aboard the Destroyer Escort?    yes      no

26. If your answer was 'no', please indicate the dates of your service aboard the Destroyer Escort/APD.  If you served aboard more than one Evarts class escort, please indicate the ship's number beside the corresponding dates.

From:  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec

            1943   1944   1945   1946  1947

To:       Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec

            1943   1944   1945   1946   1947

PART 2 ARMAMENT  Please circle the appropriate response. If you served on more than one escort, write the corresponding ship's number or name beside the various questions.

27. Which of the following did your ship carry and how many?

type



number

40mm Bofors Single

0  1  2  3  4  5  6

40mm Bofors Twin

0  1  2

40mm Bofors Quad

0  1  2

1.1"  Quad


0  1

20mm Oerlikon

0  6  8  10  12

Hedgehog projector

0  1

Depth Charge tracks

0  1  2

K-Gun Projectors

0  4  6  8

28. Was any of your ship's armament ever modified or changed?    yes      no      yes, but do not recall changes      don't know
29. If you answered 'yes', please indicate these changes and quantities.

addition...........................................................replacing

type



number


type


number


40mm Bofors Single

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

1.1" Quad

1

40mm Bofors Twin

1  2  3  4


40mm Bofors

1  2  3  4  6  8

40mm Bofors Quad

1  2  3  4


20mm Oerlikon
1  2  3  4  6  8

20mm Oerlikon

2  4  6  8  10  12



.50 Caliber Machine Gun
1  2  3  4  6  8 

30. Did your ship ever have difficulties with the 1.1" guns?   no     yes      don't know

not on ship      if yes, what kind of problems?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PART 3  GENERAL AND COMBAT SERVICE   Please circle the appropriate response. If you served on more than one escort, write the corresponding ship's number or name beside the various questions.

31. In which theaters or regions did your ship operate? (do not include your shakedown cruise)

Atlantic     Caribbean     Indian Ocean     Mediterranean      Pacific     Yellow Sea      Sea of Japan

Please list any specific places (seas, islands, ports, etc.) you particularly remember.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

32. Did your ship engage any enemy surface craft or mines?   yes    no

33. If yes, please indicate to the best of your knowledge the nationality, kind, location--along with a general date and time (night or day), number, and whether or not your ship destroyed (d), assisted in destroying (a), or had no results (n) against the target.

nation
type

number

location/date/time
result (d, a, n)

34. Did your ship engage any enemy submarines?   yes    no

35. If yes, please indicate to the best of your knowledge the nationality, kind, location--along with a general date and time (night or day), number, and whether or not your ship destroyed (d), assisted in destroying (a), or had no results (n) against the target.

nation
type

number

location/date/time
result (d, a, n)

36. Did your ship engage any enemy aircraft?   yes    no

37. If yes, please indicate to the best of your knowledge the nationality, kind, location--along with a general date and time (night or day), number, and whether or not your ship destroyed (d), assisted in destroying (a), or had no results (n) against the target.

nation
type

number

location/date/time
result (d, a, n)

38. Did your ship fire on any enemy land based targets?   yes    no

39. If yes, please indicate to the best of your knowledge the nationality, kind, location--along with a general date and time (night or day), number, and whether or not your ship destroyed (d), assisted in destroying (a), or had no results (n) against the target.

nation
type

number

location/date/time
result (d, a, n)

40. Did your ship receive any combat damage?   yes    no

41. If 'yes', please circle the source and weapon that caused the damage.

source


weapon


Aircraft


Machine Gun

Submarine


Torpedo

Land Battery


Shell

Surface Ship


Bomb

Kamikaze


Mine

42. How would you rate your ship's ability to conduct anti-submarines warfare?

poor        fair          good       very good       excellent        no opinion

43. How would you rate your ship's ability to defend against aircraft?

poor        fair          good       very good       excellent        no opinion

The following 5 queries are for those who served in the Pacific theater during World War II. If you served only in the Atlantic, please proceed to question 49.

44. Did the crew discuss Kamikaze attacks?

never     very little     occasionally     many times    often

45. Witnessing Kamikaze attacks made me more angry at the enemy.    yes      no     don't know

46. Witnessing Kamikaze attacks made me more frightened of the enemy.    yes     no     don't know

47. I felt the Kamikaze pilots had a right to defend their country in this manner.    yes     no

       don't know
48. During the war, I felt Kamikaze tactics were effective.    yes     no     don't know


49. Did a convoy you were escorting ever lose any vessels?   yes    no

50. If yes, approximately how many, what kind, and what general date(s)?

________________________________________

51. Did your ship ever conduct any rescue operations?    yes    no

52. If 'yes', please circle the kind of person rescued, and in the spaces following write the approximate total number of persons rescued as well as how many different times you had to rescue this kind of person.

Aircrew


____ persons   ____ time(s)

Enemy Aircrew

____ persons   ____ time(s)

Merchant Sailor

____ persons   ____ time(s)

Enemy Merchant Sailor
____ persons   ____ time(s)

Navy Sailor


____ persons   ____ time(s)

Enemy Navy Sailor

____ persons   ____ time(s)

Soldier



____ persons   ____ time(s)

Enemy Soldier


____ persons   ____ time(s)

Civilian


____ persons   ____ time(s)

Enemy Civilian

____ persons   ____ time(s)

53. Please rank the following items from 1 to 9, with 1 being the thing that gave you the most anxiety to 9 for the thing that gave you the least anxiety.

___ Storms

___ Strafing Enemy Aircraft

___ Enemy Bombers

___ Enemy Warships (larger than a Destroyer)

___ Enemy Warships (smaller than a Destroyer)

___ Mines

___ Land Based Guns

___ Enemy Submarines

___ Kamikazes (WWII Pacific theater only)

PART 4  CAPTAIN AND CREW      If you served on more than one escort, write the corresponding ship's number or name beside the various questions.

54. What was the wartime complement of your ship?

_______ Men      do not recall

55. How many of these men were Officers?

_______ Men      do not recall

56. What was your ship's captain's name?  If you were the captain, please proceed to question 68.

_________________________________________    do not recall

57. How would you rate your captain for professionalism, fairness, and leadership?

excellent      very good     good       fair        poor       no opinion

58. Was there a change of command while you were serving?    yes     no    do not recall
59. If 'yes', what was the name of your next ship's captain?

_________________________________________   do not recall

60. How would you rate this captain for professionalism, fairness, and leadership?

excellent      very good     good       fair        poor       no opinion

61. In your opinion, who was the best-known crew member in connection with your de, and why?

_________________________________________   do not recall
62. Did you feel that you received adequate training for your service in World War II?    yes       no        no opinion

63. How would you rate the overall performance of the officers on your de?

excellent       very good       good        fair        poor        no opinion

64. How would you rate the overall performance of the enlisted men on your de?

excellent       very good       good        fair        poor        no opinion

PART 6  LIFE ABOARD SHIP AND AFTER   If you served on more than one escort, write the corresponding ship's number or name beside the various questions.
65. How would you rate the food aboard your ship?

excellent      very good   good    fair    poor      no opinion

66. Do you remember any food that was particularly appealing or any that you tried for the first time?

 no    yes: _________________________________________________________

67. Do you remember any food that was particularly unappealing or that you could no longer eat after the service?

 no    yes: _________________________________________________________

68. Was the mail service adequate?   yes    no

69. How long did mail from home take to reach your ship, on average?  ____ days
70. Compared to other vessels, how would you rate the rolling motion of your ship in moderate seas?

excessive      more than average     average     below average     very little    not noticeable

71. Compared to other vessels, how would you rate the rolling motion of your ship in heavy seas?

excessive      more than average     average     below average     very little    not noticeable

72. Did you suffer from seasickness?  no    yes    How often? __________________

73. How important in your life has your service aboard a DE during World War II been?

extremely      very     pretty    somewhat    not very    very little    almost none   no opinion

74. Was the choice you selected above due to the fact that this experience (please circle as many that apply to you):

did   did not  enable me to learn skills that helped me in a later job.

did   did not   give me discipline in life.

did   did not   give me connections for finding a job.

did   did not   help me continue my education.

did   did not   allow me to form lasting friendships.

did   did not   give me experience with different types of people that I might not have otherwise met.

did   did not   enable me to see other places and cultures that I might not have otherwise seen.

did   did not   make me feel proud to be a veteran.

75. Please describe the first incident that comes to mind when you are asked about your wartime service.

____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

76. Are you, or were you, ever married?    yes    no
77. If yes, when? (year)___________________

78. Do you have any children?    yes    no
79. If yes, when was your first child born? (year)_____________________

80. What was your primary career after your service?

____________________________________________________________________________________

81. Can you give the name and address of any of the men with whom you served who might be interested in filling out this questionaire?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

82. Do you have any photographs of your ship?   yes     no
83. Did your ship have a nickname or slogan?      no    yes: __________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________  Birthdate: __________  Date:___________

Please return surveys to:


Mark Wintle

82 Watchtower Rd.

Denville, NJ 07834

Home: 973-586-3810  Work: 973-331-1010 x 636  Work Fax: 973-331-0042  

Email:MEW@wintle.com or MEWintle@aol.com
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